Cyclic diarylheptanoids as inhibitors of NO production from Acer nikoense.
We prepared a series of acerogenins A and B derivatives as inhibitors of nitric oxide (NO) production in vitro. Our results suggested that an ester group at a hydroxyl at C-2 improved inhibitory effects without cytotoxicity. A benzoyl ester derivative of acerogenin C showed the most potent inhibitory activity of NO production from lipopolysaccharide-activated macrophages.